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Art. XY. — A System of Surgery; Pathological , Diagnostic, Therapeutic, 
and Operative. By Samuki, D. Gross, M. P., Professor of Surgery in Jef¬ 
ferson Medical College, &c. &c. Illustrated by twelve hundred and tWenty- 
seven engravings. Second Edition, much enlarged and carefully revised. In 
two volumes. Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea, 1862. 8vo. pp. 1062 and 
1134, including a copious index. 

The prediction we confidently made in regard to the early exhaustion of the 
first edition of the System of Surgery of Professor Gross has been justified 
in the appearance of a second within two years and a half of the date of the ori¬ 
ginal publication. There could be little doubt as to the success of a compre¬ 
hensive and richly illustrated text-book on surgery from an author and teacher 
of the position and experience of Dr. Gross, and still less as to the wide and 
rapid circulation of a work which was not only the most attractive of its class 
to the student and young practitioner, but was really the first treatise intended 
“to embrace the whole domain of surgery” that had been produced in this 
country. 

No competitor has since appeared from our native press, nor has any similar 
publication yet reached us from abroad, so that the field is still clear for the new 
edition. A very slight examination of our author’s pages will afford abundant 
evidence that he has not relaxed his efforts in their preparation for reissue; 
and that he has considerably increased the value of his treatise, as a “System 
of Surgery,” by the care which has been bestowed upon its revision, and by the 
extent and character of the additions which he has made to it. The statement 
of the preface is fully sustained that every chapter has been carefully revised, a 
large amount of new matter introduced, and nearly three hundred illustrations, 
many of them entirely new, have been added. At least two hundred pages of 
additional text have been introduced beside the wood-cuts; and yet, on account 
of the employment of a smaller type, the volumes have been reduced about one 
hundred pages each, in actual bulk. 

Among the important topics, that of gunshot wounds is especially mentioned 
in the preface as having received particular attention. This fact may be noticed 
in the sections and chapters on the wounds of particular regions, as well as in 
the general section on the subject. 

The chapter on diseases and injuries of the bones, especially the section on 
fractures, has been materially extended and improved. This improvement is 
still more observable in the chapters on diseases and injuries of the joints, in¬ 
cluding dislocations, and particularly in the section on coxalgia. 

A similar alteration may be noted in the chapter on diseases and injuries of 
the extremities, especially the latter part of it, which treats of the lower ex¬ 
tremities, and in the chapters on special excisions of the bones and joints, and 
on special amputations. 

The additions here referred to, as well as many others in different_chapters 
which need not be detailed, not only supply omissions in the previous edition, 
but, in giving the results of recent observations and conclusions, serve to main¬ 
tain the position of the work as an indicator, in some degree, of the progress of 
surgery, more especially in questions of practice. 

The only change in the order of arrangement, that we have noticed, is an ad¬ 
vantageous one, in the transposition of the chapters on diseases and injuries of 
the joints, and on diseases and injuries of the bones, respectively; the previous 
order being inverted, so as to terminate the first volume with the discussion of 
the latter topic, and to commence the second volume with the consideration of 
the former. 
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The large number of additional illustrations, many of them engraved expressly 
for the purpose, which have been distributed throughout the volumes, are, like 
all the others in the work, admirably executed, and are generally well selected. 
They are so introduced, from chapter to chapter, as to add decidedly to the 
usefulness and interest of the sections, in many places where the text remains 
unaltered. Some advantage has been gained also by the substitution of better 
wood-cuts in at least one or two instances. 

The account which is here presented will afford a sufficient idea of the nature 
and extent of the improvement in the edition before us. It certainly presents 
an encouraging prospect of similar progress in the future editions, and justifies 
the hope, no less than the expectation, of an equally rapid succession of them. 

We do not pretend to regard the “system” of Professor Gross as the most 
desirable exemplification of surgical teaching in the United States, or as a model 
text-book. Although authors’ names are continually mentioned and their ob¬ 
servations discussed, specific references are too imperfect to satisfy the reader 
who looks beyond the individual teacher. The author is unnecessarily dogmatic 
in matters of opinion, wherein exclusive views may only confuse inexperienced 
students, without convincing those who are more advanced. He indulges, also, 
in a few peculiarities of doctrine, and especially of nomenclature, the correct¬ 
ness of which we cannot agree to. Still, we do cordially admire his comprehen¬ 
sive treatise as a monument of ability, industry, and enterprise in author and 
publishers ; and we respect it even more as the successful pioneer in a field, 
which ought ere this to have been occupied by competitors of yet higher aim 
and greater calibre. Until his excellent example and its prompt reward have 
aroused the needed emulation, we shall continue to be thankful for what has 
been received in the portly, closely printed, and beautifully illustrated volumes 
of Dr. Gross; and unhesitatingly recommend them to the medical student and 
practitioner of this country, as presenting the best text-book on the theory and 
practice of surgery within their reach. E. H. 


Art. XYI .—Reports of American Institutions for the Insane. 

1. Of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for the year 1860. 

2. Of the Friends' Asylum, Frankford, for the fiscal year 1860-61. 

3. Of the Pennsylvania State Hospital, for the year 1861. 

4. Of the Mount Hope Institution, for the year 1861. 

5. Of the Central Ohio Lunatic Asylum, for -the year 1861. 

6. Of the Southern Ohio Lunatic Asylum, for the year 1861. 

7. Of the Eastern Asylum, Kentucky, for the year 1861. 

8. Of the Michigan Asylum, for the years 1859 and 1860. 

9. Of the Vermont Asylum for the Insane, for the fiscal year 1860-61. 

10. Of the Maine Insane Hospital, for the year 1860. 

1. In the rapid progress of development of the modern system of treatment in 
mental disorders, the Managers of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, as 
has been shown by papers in preceding issues of this Journal, have recently, for 
the first time in America, if not in the world, begun the experiment of discon¬ 
nected and somewhat remotely separated buildings for the patients of the two 
sexes. A trial of some years will be necessary to a complete demonstration of 
the merits or the demerits of this plan. The report before us was issued after 
an experience of but one year, and in the opening remarks, it is stated that the 
experiment, thus far, “ has been entirely satisfactory, and the advantages which 
were hoped for from the new arrangement have been fully realized. The use¬ 
fulness of the Hospital and the comfort of the patients have already been essen¬ 
tially increased, and there is good reason to believe that each coming year will 
be marked by steadily augmenting benefits to the afflicted, and show results that 



